THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

whatever measures are necessary to prevent any
attempt at the destruction of communication lines of
any kind (roads, railways, electric current), and shall
arrange for the necessary protection so that nobody
shall be able to interrupt them, especially in the
principal points around Madrid, and the communi-
cations which cross the Tajo towards Levante, and
those which go from Andalucia eastwards.

7,   The Mediterranean Coast.

The Madrid authorities should make certain of
obedience from the forces which are garrisoning
coastal towns, so that if they are under their absolute
control the rapid occupation of Almeria, Cartagena,
Alicante and Valencia may be proceeded with, to
help the return of normality to national life. In this
case, the authorities mentioned should give strict
orders that on the appearance of our ships a tug shall
go out with technicians and hostages to be handed
over to the Nationalist authorities who come to take
over the towns. Military forces which may be in
these shall be concentrated in the outskirts, carrying
out the procedure already explained for the forces
in the interior. (We have information that there is
an important collection of artistic riches in Cartagena.
The necessary guard should be placed over this to
avoid its disappearance or deterioration.)

8.  Aviation.

When the aircraft has been handed over to us on
our grounds, our air units shall prepare to occupy
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